Nr 13 - 2014

Nwwwybvw/f N@W&L?/H'w

BRUNSSUM

~ | VIERT 70 JAAR
i A = BEVRUDING
4 —
=17 _E'E | o 3
=8 8@ mummm(mn L} égf T d
-

/4

-

— RN - — MV_ e jmmg,,¢
- = Heemkundle Prs®

Be:\;qobbwgsf&mw Brteigi




Nievwspbrief - Newsletter

Dame Vera Lynn bedankt de inwoners van Brunssum voor de
goede verzorging van de Britse oorlogsgraven sinds 1945

'l have of course, very fond memories of Holland and
have always felt very close to it's people.

| am so please that all the graves on Brunssum War
Cemetery have been adopted, as it means that these

boys will never be forgotten.

| am so sorry | can't be with you in Brunssum, but
please give my best wishes to all those attending.

Yours,

Dame Vera Lynn'

.‘J %" ...";Y; [ /71 W\
DT 7?

Pagina Page 2



Newwshbrief - Newsletter

Brunssum viert 70 jaar bevrijding!

In 2014 viert Brunssum 70 jaar bevrijding. Dat gebeurt in het derde weekend van

september.

e

7 BRUNSSUM |

VIERT 70 JAAR

BEVRLIDING
13-21 SEPTEMBER 2014

Een week lang, van 13 tot en met 21 september 2014, staat Brunssum dan in het
teken van herdenken en vieren, met filmvoorstellingen en concerten, re-enactments
en demonstraties, parades en vuurwerk, en tal van festiviteiten en activiteiten voor

jong en oud.

Van zaterdag 13 september tot en met zondag 21 september wordt op grootschalige
wijze herdacht dat 70 jaar geleden Brunssum werd bevrijd door Amerikaanse solda-

ten van de 2nd Armored Division, Hell on Wheaels.

Tijdens de festiviteiten herleven de dolle dagen van september 1944, met de verto-
ning van oude filmbeelden en foto’s, de inrichting van exposities met uniek oorlogs-
materiaal en, op de zondag, een echte spetterende Ticker Tape Parade in het cen-

trum van Brunssum.

Muziek en spektakel

Vanaf zaterdag 13 september is een doorlopende tentoonstelling te bezichtigen in d'r
Brikke-Oave, met uniek beeldmateriaal uit de periode 1940-1945. Het zwaartepunt
van de feestactiviteiten ligt in het weekend van 19-21 september. Vrijdag 19 sep-
tember staat in het teken van ‘*herdenken’, met een herdenkingsdienst, de onthulling
van een monument, en een Memorial Concert. De dag wordt afgesloten met een

vuurwerkshow.
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Zaterdag 20 en zondag 21 september wordt 70 jaar bevrijding uitbundig gevierd.
Dat gebeurt met veel muziek en (militair) spektakel. Op het Lindeplein zijn nieuwe
en oude voertuigen te bewonderen. In het Vijverpark worden spectaculaire demon-
straties getoond. Re-enactments tonen het leven van soldaten en burgers uit die da-
gen. Kinderen kunnen genieten van rondritjes in oude voertuigen en van sport en
spellen in het park. Er is ook veel muziek. Een kiosk op het Lindeplein brengt muziek
van de big bands uit de jaren veertig. Voor kinderen zijn er speciale voorstellingen in
het Openluchttheater. En nog veel meer!

Voor meer informatie over ‘Brunssum viert 70 jaar bevrijding’ kunt u contact opne-
men met bevrijdingsfeesten2014@brunssum.nl

De initiatiefnemers van '‘Brunssum viert 70 jaar bevrijding’. Van links naar rechts:
Generaal-majoor Hans van Griensven (JFC Headquarters Brunssum), burgemeester
Luc Winants, wethouder Hugo Janssen, en Bart Vromen (Ondernemend Centrum

Brunssum). Foto: Nose for Photography.

http://www.noseforphotography.nl
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Brunssum is celebrating
70 years of Liberation!

Brunssum in 2014 celebrates 70 years of liberation . The festivities will take place
the third weekend of September. During four days Brunssum is then devoted to
commemorating and celebrating with film screenings and concerts , demonstrations
and re-enactments , parades and fireworks , and lots of festivities and activities for
young and old .

From, September 13 until Sunday, September 21 it will be commemorated on a lar-
ge scale that 70 years ago Brunssum was liberated by American soldiers from the
2nd Armored Division "Hell on Wheels" .

During the festivities relive the days of September 1944 , with the showing of old
film footage , the organization of exhibitions with unique war material , and, on Sun-
day , a real rousing Ticker Tape Parade in the center of Brunssum .

Music and spectacle

Young and old are treated in the military spectacle . At Lindeplein square New and
old vehicles can be admired. In the Vijverpark there will be spectacular demonstrati-
ons . Re - enactments show the lives of soldiers and civilians from those days .
Children can enjoy rides around in old vehicles and sports and games in the park.
Throughout the week , from 13 September to Sunday, September 21 , there is a
temporary exhibition area in d' r Brikke - Oave , with unique footage from the period
1940-1945 . On Friday a magnificent fireworks show will conclude the day.

There is music , lots of music . In the open-air, visitors can attend a memorial con-
cert . A kiosk at the Lindeplein brings music of the big bands from the forties . For
children there are special shows at the Open Air Theatre. And much more !

Ticker Tape Parade

Brunssum is celebrating 70 years of liberation with a great party . Brunssum wishes
to express deep gratitude for the sacrifices made by the liberators brought 70 years
ago .

That will certainly be the case with the final piece of the weekend , Ticker Tape Para-
de traditional, on Sunday, September 21 in the center of Brunssum , consisting of
military units , bands, the militia and children , cheered on by thousands of specta-
tors .

" Brunssum celebrates 70 years of liberation is achieved with the help of many, in-

cluding the town of Brunssum , NATO Headquarters Headquarters JFC Brunssum ,
Keep Them Rolling , and OCB Foundation.
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Nieuw in Brunssum
‘t Winkelcentrum
de Parel 4
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24 -5-2014, Bekdiging Natres milifairen op et Lindeplein
{e Bruwnssmim,
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Memorial Day - Margroten Cemetery
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Bezoek aoan Plerre Riew,
welke de eigenaar s vou
een bijzondere collectie

§ voertuigen wit WWILL Vit
2 1o Plevrre Riew, wihols ao
great collector of WWII ve-
haicles.

Fimuay
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(44 De/ PM%’,

\/\/(‘X/{/ GV&AA&, Pol Rom~
pewn, Fam. Viromen en
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Lindeplein 12-13
6444AT Brunssum
Tel: 045-5272810
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15-6-2014 Boekpresentatie - Maastricht 70 jaar bevrijd, van

Patrick Leenders en Paul Bronzwaer. Het schitterende boek is
nog te koop!

Bestellen kan via: leenders-3@home.nl

De prijs van het boek bedraagt 27,90 euro, ex verzendkosten

%

Wil |
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Uniek fotoboek over Maastricht tijdens de Tweede Wereldoorlog

Maastricht
/0 jaar bevrijd

Auteur: Patrick Leenders Auteur: Paul Bronzwaer
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In samenwerking met Patrick Leenders verloten wij in deze nieuwsbrief
een gesigneerd exemplaar van dit mooie boek. Wil jij winnen stuur dan
een mailtje naar: warcemeterybrunssum@gmail.com met hierin vermeld
waarom jij dit boek graag zou willen winnen! Uit alle inzendingen trek-
ken wij dan een winnaar.

Pagina Page 13


mailto:warcemeterybrunssum@gmail.com

Nievwshbrief - Newsletter

In de komende nieuwsbrieven schenken wij extra aan-
dacht aan het boek Wallace & Marie, "One Man in
326.000” van Tony Ponsford ©. In deze nieuwsbrief pu-
bliceren wij opnieuw 9 pagina’s van dit bijzondere boek,
met in de hoofdrollen Wallace en Marie Ponsford. Walla-
ce, Edward Ponsford stierf op 7 december 1944 en ligt
thans begraven op Brunssum War Cemetery T

In our following newsletters we will pay extra attention
to the book Wallace & Marie, "One Man in 326.000” writ-
ten by Tony Ponsford ©. In this newsletter we publish
nine pages of this book, starring Wallace and Marie
Ponsford. Wallace, Edward Ponsford died december 7th
1944 and is buried at Brunssum War Cemetery T
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Photo - Paul ten Broeke

PLAN UW KANTOOR.NU

VAN WERKPLEK TOT WEBPLEK

LAPTOPRPS - PRINTERS AUTOMATISERING FAXEN COPRIERS DOMEIN REGISTRATIE WEBDESIGN
KERKSTRAAT 326 BRUNSSUM TEL: OM5 564 34 92 EMAIL: INFO@PLANUWKANTOOR.NU
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Dave Bishop, Wallace’s nephew, for his support and constructive comments on my first draft.
Roy Howes who still has sharp memories of Wallace’s scouting days before the War in Bristol
Mike Brown, historian of the 63rd St Andrew’s Scout Group, for sending me his records

Iain Sommerville who sent me the engineer’s drawing of the Derrycunihy and allowed me to
reproduce part of his article

WW?2 People’s War, an online archive of wartime memories contributed by members of the
public and gathered by the BBC. The archive can be found at bbe.co.uk/ww2peopleswar. I have
credited individual authors above their articles.

Jason Miller of Jaymill Print and Anthony of GMDS Design who’s patience and advice was very
much appreciated.

Bibliography
My background reading included: -

Record of a Reconnaisance Regiment - A History of the 43rd Reconnaisance Regiment (The
Gloucestershire Regiment) 1939 — 1945. Pub; The White Swan Press, Bristol

The Wyvern in North West Europe — Being a Short History of the 43Rd Wessex Division 24 June
1944 — 8 May 1945, pub; The 43rd Wessex Association

Market Garden — The Island, Nijmegen to Arnhem by Tim Saunders, pub; Leo Cooper, Pen &
Sword Books Ltd

The British Reconnaisance Corps in World War II by Richard Doherty, pub; Osprey Publishing
Ltd

Finally, I must thank Marie, my mother. Only now can I see what a mixed blessing I was to her in
those early years after Wallace was killed and the sacrifices she made for me. It is a little too late
to say that, having read their correspondence, I now have a better understanding of her strengths
and weaknesses. It is clear to me now that the period of 1941 — 1944 coloured her life to the
end.

And, just one more thing — this book is for private publication only and is for relatives and
descendants. It is for those who might have an interest in Wallace and Marie’s lives, and how the
War that enabled their initial meeting concentrated their love for each other. If T have trodden on
anybody’s toes or inadvertently infringed a copyright I apologise - this book is not for sale!

I would like to dedicate this book to the memory of all those in the 43rd (Wessex)
Reconnaissance Regiment who fought so bravely for the liberation of North West
Europe in 1944 and 1945.

The future of our children is founded upon history and upon those who gave their
lives to influence it.

Anthony Roger (Tony) Ponsford
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CHAPTER ONE
BEFORE THE WAR

The Cumberland Grove Gang, late 1920s

Back: CIfI’ Bishop (Later to marry Joan),
Wallace, George Davis, his cousin

Centre: Wallace’s sisters, Joan & Betty

Front: Audrey Hedges, neighbour, Phyllis,
CIiff’s sister

Wallace and his father
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Joan, Wallace, Betty Cyril Webley, Wallace and others in 1936
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Wallace, front right, scouting in the early 1930s. He was a very active member of the 63rd St
Andrew’s Scout Group in Bristol.

On the Isle of Wight,
1939

63rd Rovers and Scouts at Ashton, 3rd May 1936
Wallace
Lloyd Prewett (my Godparents Cyril (Bill) Webley
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In the garden of St Goar, Putney, Marie’s parents’ home, 1920s
Elizabeth, Helen Allsop (Mother), Miss Hanson, Leslie Brown (Marie’s cousin) & Marie

Marie, Elizabeth & James Allsop, 1926 Marie, 1920s

14
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CHAPTER TWO

1940 - 1942

THE GRENADIER, 194

Wallace’s Service Record shows that
he volunteered and enlisted into the
Grenadier Guards on lst February
1940 and served in Chelsea Barracks,
London and at Windsor.

Service Record — promoted Acting
Lance Corporal 22nd June 1940,
Paid Lance Corporal 14th January
1941.

Elizabeth, Marie’s older sister, told
me recently that she and Marie
first met Wallace Ponsford and Eric
Lane (see later) at a Valentine’s Day
dance at the Dog & Fox on the top of
Wimbledon Hill in 1941.

Service Record — transferred to the
24th Guards Brigade Reconnaisance
Corps January 1941
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Doug & Betty's Wedding, 31st May, 1941
Wallace Doug Betty Wallace’s parents  Joan
Bert and Emm

Service Record — promoted Paid Acting Coorporal 25th July 1941, War Substantive Corporal
23rd October 1941
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Dated on the back 25th April 1942 — Marie’s 21st Birthday

Visiting Betty and Doug at Clevedon,

24th April 1942 at 30A Keswick Rd, Putney

949

summer |
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Photo - Michel Collignon

19 juli 2014

1-3 augustus 2014

6-7 september 2014
13-14 september 2014
13-14 september 2014

Herdenking Meisjes Naaischool, Brunssum-Rumpen
Teutotreffen, Tecklenburg (D) *1/14
Bevrijdingsevenement, Noorbeek
Bevrijdingsevenement, Maastricht
Bevrijdingsevenement, Gronsveld

13 t/m 21 september 2014
Bevrijdingsevenement, Brunssum
70 years of Liberation festivities, Brunssum

20-21 september 2014
21 september 2014
25-26 oktober 2014
25 oktober 2014

4-5 oktober 2014

25 oktober 2014

1 november 2014

Bevrijdingsevenement, Eyewitness museum Beek
Bevrijdingsevenement, Vaals
Bevrijdingsevenement, Breda
Bevrijdingsevenement, Tilburg

Taste of ‘44, kasteel Wijnandsrade (Nuth)
Bevrijdingsrit Zeeland, Sloedam

Herdenking landingen Westkapelle, Vlissingen

Pagina Page 24



Nievwwsbrief - Newsletter

/"7 MUY T 7 Al

SEPTEMBER 2014

O A B
Vs = s //
di WO

7 2%(% 4= @ s
3 FR= 13

N ma

N

Seet 'O
= 0
~
| o .
[ aie g
A\ 1
“\&J f
a1
\!
{ =
e

Pagina Page 25



Herdenk hen die gevallen zijn voor onze vrijheid
Remember those who fell for our freedom

Stichting-Foundation:
War Cemetery Brunssum
Beschermheer-Patron

L. Winants
Burgemeester-Mayor

Heugerstraat 21F

6443 BR Brunssum
Nederland - Netherlands
ANBI geregistreerd

Tel:
+31-(0)45-5256377

E-mail:
warcemeterybrunssum@

gmail.com

Bank: Rabobank
Reknr-Bankaccount:
160848210
IBAN/SEPA:
NL14RAB0O0160848210
BIC: RABONL2U

The only Commonwealth Cemetery with graveadoption in the World!

STICHTING WAR CEMETERY BRUNSSUM

Draagspeld - Brooch

U kunt onze draagspeld bestellen via het mail-
adres: jeskefet@hotmail.com of telefonisch via:
+31-(0)618019073. Kosten per speld, 10 euro

ex verzendkosten.

You can order our brooch by mail: jeske-
fet@hotmail.com or by phone: +31-(0)
618019073. The brooch cost are 10 euro exclu-

ding shipping costs.

Find us on:

facebook.

Algemeen Nut
Beogende Instelling

A=)

Stichting War Cemetery Brunssum
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